vi                                   PREFACE
A few of the people who have read this book in
manuscript have suggested that I have painted a rather
gloomy picture, and even that I may be thought to have
represented Africans in an unfavourable light. Whether
the picture is indeed gloomy must depend on one's esti-
mate of African character and African intelligence. It is
my own strongly-held belief, based on twenty years of
work in African elementary, secondary and higher educa-
tion, that Africans are no whit inferior to men of any
other race. Actual differences in attainment still exist, but
none that cannot be fairly attributed to differences in
environment and opportunity. Surely, the road to progress
lies, not in minimizing and glossing over hampering diffi-
culties, but in probing them and seeking their cause, so
that they may be overcome.
My grateful thanks are due to Dr. Audrey I. Richards
of the London School of Economics for general and detailed
criticism of the whole book, and to many other persons,
African and European, who read and criticized particular
chapters. I owe a special debt to Mr. Arthur Philips,
Crown Counsel, Kenya, and to Mr* Justice Wilson,
Tanganyika Territory, for their criticism of tfte original
draft of Chapter XII. I have not accepted all the criticism
offered, and the responsibility for the remaining imper-
fections is'therefore entirely mine.                            , .
T. R. BATTEN
Mdkeren College,
Kampala^ Uganda